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A Moment With Mark 

T 
here are far too many people who profess to be 

Christians but have a superficial commitment to Christ.  

They are faithful IF it is convenient, IF it doesn’t cost 

too much money, IF it doesn’t take too much time, and IF there 

is no opposition or persecution.  Otherwise, they are quick to 

throw in the towel.  But the fact is that true commitment to 

Christ demands a spirit of sacrifice on the part of the Christian.  

The genuine Christian’s attitude is, “whatever it takes to be 

faithful and loyal to Christ I will do!”  Jesus declared, ñBe 

faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of 

lifeò (Revelation 2:10).  Thus, resounding over and over in the 

true Christian’s heart is the thought, “Be faithful, be faithful, be 

faithful...”  The sentiment should be that even if it required my 

life, I would still be faithful to Christ! 

 This is clearly seen in the words of the great apostle Paul 

on two occasions.  The first place is in Acts 20:18-38.  Paul, in 

enumerating some of the adversities he had experienced, made 

the statement, ñBut none of these things move me; nor do I 

count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with 

joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to 

testify to the gospel of the grace of Godò (vs.24; see also 2 

Corinthians 11:24-27).  The second place is in Acts 21:8-15.  

When Paul was in Caesarea at the house of Philip with his 

missionary companions, the warning was give by the prophet, 

Agabus, that if Paul went on to Jerusalem as was his plan, his 

life would be in danger.  The brethren pleaded with him not to 

go, but Paul answered, ñWhat do you mean by weeping and 

breaking my heart?  For I am ready not only to be bound, but 

also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 

Jesusò (vs.13).  Brethren, that is what real commitment is 

all about! 
 

 

 
 

Grace and Peace  Ā Mark  

 
We are so glad that you decided to come and worship with our family today.  We 
hope that you will join in with us as we praise God together in our worship.  
Whatever your situation in life, we pray that you will find what you need to bring 
you closer to God.  Please take a minute and fill out one of the red visitor cards in 
the back of the pews and drop it in the collection plate when it comes around — 
we would greatly appreciate it.  Please come back and worship with us again! 

Evangelism Efforts 
¶ Thinkaboutit — Radio program with 
Charlie Wharton, weekdays at 6:55 
a.m. on Pierre AM 1240. 

¶ Correspondence Courses 

¶ World Bible School 
 

Works of Benevolence 
¶ Pierre Area Referral Service 

¶ School Backpack Food Program 

¶ Meals-On-Wheels 

¶ Walk-In Benevolence 
 

Community Outreach 
¶ Habitat for Humanity 

¶ Annual Capital Area Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Dinner 

¶ Annual South Dakota Peace Officers 
Memorial Service 

¶ Life-Line Health Screenings 

¶ Church of Christ Booth at the Annual 
South Dakota State Fair 

¶ Police Chaplain Program 

¶ American Cancer Society Relay for Life 

¶ Community Banquet 

¶ Pierre Area Referral Service 

¶ Community Food Bank 

¶ Fellowship Hall use by Capital Area 
Counseling Therapeutic Foster Care 

¶ Building use for Law Enforcement 
Training 

¶ Building use as High School 
evacuation site. 

¶ Christmas Family Adoption 
 

Works of Edification 
¶ Bible Classes for All Ages 

¶ Monthly Fellowship Dinners 

¶ Ladies Group Lunches 

¶ Wednesday Night Dinners 

¶ Fifth Sunday Singing Nights 

¶ Couple’s Fellowship Groups 



 

ADULT  B IBLE  CLASS   

Beginning next Sunday, December 6th, the Adult Bible 
Class will begin a new lesson series entitled Power 
Points for New Life.  Mark Newton will be teaching on 
the subject of “Jesus in the Old Testament.” 
 

THE  PASSING  OF  FRIENDS  

Vi Janssen passed away in Mitchell a couple of weeks 
ago.  Vi had been a member here in Pierre some time 
ago.  She had been dealing with some ongoing health 
issues.  Sharon Sumner has died in Siloam Spring, 
Arkansas. She was 67 years old. The Sumners were 
members here several years ago. 
 

OUR  SYMPATHY  

Linda McBrayer’s uncle passed away week before last.  
Our sympathy is extended to his family. 
 

CHRISTMAS  FAMILY  ADOPTION  

We are again this year adopting a family for Christmas.  
There is a list of the children on the board with their 
names, ages, and the gifts that need to be purchased.  
Please take a tag off of the board and put your name in 
the square.  All gifts must be newly purchased and 
should be appropriate for the age of the child chosen.  
Please, no used items.  We will also be collecting 
money to purchase a tree and some decorations, as well 
as food for Christmas dinner.  If you wish to donate, or 
if you have any questions, please see Mark.  More 
information will be given out during our 
announcements after morning worship. 
 
 

UPCOMING  EVENTS  

TODAY Teachers Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
TODAY Singing Night 
Dec 12 Christmas Party for grades 4-7 

at the Osbourn home. 
Dec 16 Ladies Group Lunch at 

Perkins 
Dec 19 Holiday Open House at the 

Newton’s. 

 

PRAYER  L IST  

Darlene Duncan has been in the hospital 
this week dealing with some illness. 
Hunterôs Brother in Iraq. 
Newton Family — several have been 
down with sever colds. 
Carolyn Osbourn, Brandon’s aunt 
(mother’s side), has an inoperable brain 
tumor, which is terminal.   
Linda Turbell is undergoing a more 
aggressive form of chemotherapy. 
Iva Russell at MaryHouse. 

 

TEACHERS  MEETING  

Attention all teachers.  There will be a 
meeting of all teachers this afternoon at 
5:00 p.m.  We will be meeting in the 
library.  Refreshments will be served. 

 

COLLEGE  STUDENTS  

Remember our students who are away at 
college:  Rebecca Duncan, Alayna Hyde, 
Taylor Hyde, Alan Hyde, Michelle Monroe,  
A.J. Wharton, and Alice Hackett. 
 

TODAYõS SERMON  TOPICS  

Morning Worship:  The Need for Vision 
Evening Worship:  Song Service 

News & Notes  



SUNDAY  MORNING  TODAY  DECEMBER  6  

Welcome ......................................... Brad Curtis ................ Buford Storrs 
Song Leader ................................... Bob Duncan ............... Brad Curtis 
First Prayer ................................... Doug Hackett ............. Herb Davis 
     Devotional Thought/Leader .... Ed Nill ........................ Bob Duncan 
     Server ........................................ Brandon Osbourn ...... Doug Hackett 
     Server ........................................ Kyle Wyly ................... Jeff French 
     Server ........................................ Brad Cruse ................. Mack Wyly 
     Server ........................................ Jeff French ................. John Rheinbolt 
Scripture Reading ......................... Kris Monroe ............... Corey Huxoll 
Announcements & Closing ........... Charlie Wharton ........ Charlie Wharton 
Greeters.......................................... Buford Storrs ............. Brandon Osbourn 
 Diann Storrs............... Becky Osbourn 
 

SUNDAY  EVENING  TODAY  DECEMBER  6  

Song Leader ................................... Singing Night ............. Brad Curtis 
Communion/Closing ..................... Charlie Wharton ........ Charlie Wharton 
 

WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  2  DECEMBER  9  

Songs .............................................. Mark Newton ............. Brad Curtis 
Scripture ........................................ Doug Hackett ............. Taylor Newton 
Closing ........................................... Mark Newton ............. Brad Curtis 

D o you remember back when you were a kid what it was you used to say when someone said 
something mean to you?  “Sticks and stones may 

break by bones, but words will never hurt me.”  It’s 
something we have all said, but the last half of that little 
jingle is just as wrong as it can be.  Words do hurt, and 
they hurt a much longer time than broken bones do. 
 We live by words.  In Luke 4:4 Jesus says, “Man does 
not live by bread alone, by every word of God.”  In 
Proverbs 18:8 we read, “The words of a tale bearer are as 
wounds and they go down into the innermost parts of the 
belly.”  Words hurt very much.  Are we careful with our 
words?  Matthew 12:36 says that our words will be 
brought with us into judgment. 
 Are we concerned with how our words affect other 
people’s lives?  We should be!  We should speak with the 
desire that our words will be to God.  We should be trying 
to say the right thing at the right time.  May we use our 
words to the glory of God and to the good of mankind.  
Proverbs 25:11 reads, “A word fitly spoken is like apples 
of gold in pictures of silver.”  This can be true of us if we 
follow Colossians 4:6:  “Let your speech be always with 
grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you 
ought to answer every man.” 
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I  n the field, a soldier must always be on the 
alert.  The enemy is out there and it may 

likely be that he is approaching that enemy.  
Failure to be on the alert can be disastrous.   
 Evil is out there.  Always.  The best way to 
overcome evil is to realize it is out there, 
recognize where it is, and then flee from it!  
Keeping away from the mire is wiser than 
wading through it. 
 Years ago a bedraggled drunkard decided 
to straighten up.  And he did.  He stopped 
drinking, cleaned himself up, and was sober 
for quite sometime.  However, he continued to 
tie his horse to the hitching post outside the 
saloon.  You guessed it:  In time, he was back 
on the inside of that saloon, drinking and 
reeling, back to his former self.  He failed to 
foresee the danger of where he was tying his 
horse. 
 Jesus, in His sermon on the mount, taught 
His disciples to pray.  And in that model 
prayer, Jesus taught that we should pray that 
God “deliver us from evil.”  Well folks, it is 
useless to pray, “Deliver us from evil,” while 
we park our car just outside the door of it!  

Park Somewhere Else  Sticks & Stones  


