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A Moment With Mark 

Most of us  have told the joke about the thermos.  
We may tell this joke about our 
biggest football rival, about people 

with certain colors of hair, or about rednecks.  In the joke 
someone is introduced to a thermos.  They are told: “It keeps 
hot things hot and cold things cold.”  And the dumb response 
is: “How does it know?” 
 Constantly I hear people speak of how they know that God 
wants this or that for them.  A young man moves to a city and 
attends a church for the first time, a denomination with which 
he has had no association in the past.  His immediate reaction 
is: “I knew this was where God wanted me to be.”  A lady 
switches from one religious group to another.  She feels some 
uneasiness with her change on the part of a friend.  She 
responds: “I think I am doing what God wants me to do.”  A 
man leaves his wife and runs off with a girlfriend to whom he 
later is married.  When questioned about his decision, he says: 
“I know this is what God wants for my life so that I can be 
happy.” 
 My question for all of these people is: “How can you know 
for sure?”  How can you know if you are where God wants you 
to be?  How can you know that you are doing what God wants 
you to do in order to be happy?  Mankind has a long habit of 
transforming personal opinion into God's will.  We make God 
over in our image.  God challenges our assumptions that he 
thinks like we do: “You thought that I was one just like 
yourself” (Psalm 51:21).  We assume that what we want, what 
makes us feel good, must be what God wants. And when our 
conscience disturbs us, we try to beat it back by saying: “This 
is what God wants for me.” 
 The only way we can really know what God wants for us, 
beyond the few moral principles we can learn from reason and 
nature, is to study our Bible. If we can not find it in THE 
BOOK, then we do not have any reason to say: “I think God 
wants….” 

Grace and Peace  — Mark  

 We are so glad that you decided to come and worship with our family today.  We 
hope that you will join in with us as we praise God together in our worship.  
Whatever your situation in life, we pray that you will find what you need to bring 
you closer to God.  Please take a minute and fill out one of the red visitor cards in 
the back of the pews and drop it in the collection plate when it comes around — 
we would greatly appreciate it.  Please come back and worship with us again! 

Evangelism Efforts 
 “Thinkaboutit” — Radio program 

with Charlie Wharton, weekdays 
at 6:55 a.m. on Pierre AM 1240. 

 Correspondence Courses 
 World Bible School 
 

Works of Benevolence 
 Pierre Area Referral Service 
 School Backpack Food Program 
 Meals-On-Wheels 
 Walk-In Benevolence 
 

Community Outreach 
 Habitat for Humanity 
 Annual Capital Area Law 

Enforcement Appreciation 
Dinner 

 Annual South Dakota Peace 
Officers Memorial Service 

 Life-Line Health Screenings 
 Church of Christ Booth at the 

Annual South Dakota State Fair 
 Police Chaplain Program 
 American Cancer Society Relay 

for Life 
 Community Banquet 
 Pierre Area Referral Service 
 Community Food Bank 
 

Works of Edification 
 Bible Classes for All Ages 
 Monthly Fellowship Dinners 
 Ladies Group Lunches 
 Wednesday Night Dinners 
 Fifth Sunday Singing Nights 
 Couple’s Fellowship Groups 



HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

Happy Anniversary this week to Craig and Peggy Hyde 
(Saturday). 
 

EVENING WORSHIP 

Our worship service this evening will be a song service 
since Mark will be out of town. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Kelcy Curtis, who won second place 
in “News Writing” at Press Day in Brookings this past 
week.  Congratulations also to the Governor and 
Gumbo staffs on receiving First Class awards for last 
year’s publications. 
 

FOOD DRIVE 

We will be doing another food drive for the PARS 
School BackPack Food Program.  This program 
provides approximately 300 sacks of food per week for 
elementary school children who qualify for assistance.  
Please see the handout for items needed.  We will 
collect the food on Sunday, October 18th, and then 
deliver it to PARS on the 19th. 
 

TODAY’S SERMON TOPICS 

Morning Worship:  Overhaulin’ 
Evening Worship:  Song Service 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Oct 13 Native American Day 
Oct 16 Pumpkin Carving at the 

Duncan’s.  More information 
to come. 

Oct 18 FOOD DRIVE for the PARS 
BackPack Food Program (see 
hand-out for items needed). 

Oct 21 Ladies Group Lunch - Perkins 
 

PRAYER LIST 

Lois Thompson, as of publication of this 
newsletter, is still in the hospital (St. 
Mary’s).  It is unknown when she will be 
able to go home. 
Brandon Osbournôs aunt (mother’s side) 
has a brain tumor, and will be having 
biopsies and test to determine treatment 
options. 
Lee DeJabet, wife of a Pierre Police Officer, 
is recovering from open heart surgery, but 
things are not going as well as they expected. 
Jenny Revlett, a member of the church in 
Sanford, Florida has breast cancer (request 
via FaceBook). 
Holly Thompson is having some back trouble. 
Linda Turbell is still undergoing chemotherapy. 
Iva Russell at MaryHouse. 
 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Remember our students who are away at 
college:  Rebecca Duncan, Alayna Hyde, 
Taylor Hyde, Alan Hyde, Michelle Monroe,  
A.J. Wharton, and Alice Hackett. 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

The office will be closed October 5-8.  
Mark and Jennifer and the girls will be in 
Sioux Falls for Jennifer’s annual thyrogen 
treatment and cancer scan, which takes 
four days to complete. 

News & Notes  



SUNDAY MORNING TODAY OCTOBER 11 

Welcome ....................................... Buford Storrs ............. Buford Storrs 

Song Leader ................................. Brad Curtis ............... Justin Newton 
First Prayer .................................. Ed Nill ....................... Herb Davis 

     Devotional Thought/Leader .... John Rheinbolt .......... Doug Hackett 

     Server....................................... Doug Hackett ............ Justin Newton 

     Server....................................... Jeff French ................ Brad Cruse 

     Server....................................... Herb Davis ................ Kris Monroe 

     Server....................................... Brandon Osbourn ...... Cole Cruse 

Scripture Reading ........................ Corey Huxoll ............. Raury Cruse 

Announcements & Closing ........... Brad Curtis ............... Buford Storrs 

Greeters ........................................ Karen Wyly ............... Brandon Osbourn 

 Nancy Huxoll............. Becky Osbourn  

SUNDAY EVENING TODAY OCTOBER 11 

Song Leader ................................. Song Service .............. Justin Newton 

Communion/Closing..................... Brad Curtis  ............... Buford Storrs 

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 7 OCTOBER  

Songs............................................. Brad Curtis ............... Justin Newton 

Scripture ....................................... Taylor Newton ........... Doug Hackett 

Closing .......................................... Brad Curtis ............... Justin Newton 

It All Depends On 
 

I 
n Africa it is said that there is a certain fruit called the “taste berry.”  This berry supposedly can 
affect one’s taste for several hours.  Not only is the berry itself sweet, it makes other things seem 
sweeter when eaten.  What a wonderful fruit this must be if it really exists and works that well. 

 In human personality there is a “taste berry,” and it is one’s attitude.  If one’s attitude is good, good 
can be found in the worst of tragedies.  The worst of defeats can spur one on to do better the next time 
and to take advantage of lessons learned.  With the right attitude one can see good in others in spite of 
their faults.  A flawed effort on the part of someone whose heart is not totally pure can be viewed, not as 
a worthless attempt by a scoundrel, but as a step in the right direction. 
 On the other hand, if our attitude is not right, we can find fault with the best of efforts by the 
sincerest of people.  Even the brightest of days will be overcast with a shadow of negative judgments.  
Have you ever been around someone who has the wrong attitude toward the Lord's church?  All they can 
point to are the flaws and the faults (and there are plenty of them and they are easy to spot).  All they 
seem to do is criticize and judge.  If you try to get these people to see the good side of the picture, my 
experience has been that many of them refuse to listen.  They do not want their negative prejudice to be 
dismissed by the truth.  They do not want to know about all the benevolent work, mission work, and 
other good deeds done by God’s people out of the goodness of their hearts. 
 It would be nice if we had a spiritual taste berry which we could give to people which would 
instantaneously make them positive, tenderhearted, grateful encouragers.  All I know to do is to 
recommend a strong dose of prayer, Bible reading and “thinking about such things” as whatever is true, 
noble, right, pure, lovely and admirable (Col. 4:8). 
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your attitude 


