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We are so glad that you decided to come and worship with our family today. We h
that you will join in with us as we praise God together in our worship. Whatewv:
your situation in life, we pray that you will find what you need to bring you closer 1
God. Please take a minute and fill out one of the visitor cards in the back of 1
pews and drop it in the collection plate when it comes ar@umnde would greatly
appreciate it. Please come back and worship with us again!

A Moment With Mark

filn this the | ove of God was mani fested
begotten Son into the worlddiJohn4Pat we mi

are taught that God loved us to such an extent He was willing to take upon Himself our fleshly f

and die for our sins. This is no abstract thought or theory. This is a personal transaction if t
ever was one. God, the only perf@arsonalBeing in existence, has done the mpstsonalthing
imaginable forpersonalbo ei ngs whom He <created. | snodt it
stupendous act of |l ove, and reduce it to [I|i
what we do. We talk about Christianity as if it were just an ideology, a body of ideas. And we find
what we are devoted to is not really God, but various idbagtGod.

If l ove is a fAsubjecto that can be studied,

As Paul spoke of his own faith to his younger friend Timothy, he spoke not omtyabhe believed but

of whomhe believed: AFor this reason | al so s
know whoml have believed and am persuaded tHatis able to keep what | have committedHim
unt il t hat Dayo (2 Timothy 1:12). Granted,

amount of factual information about Him. But ultimately our faith is not in the information. Howev
essential the doctrine of God may be, its purpose is always to foster a personal faith in God Himsel
an old man who had suffered much, Paul could say that his confidence, and therefore his abili
withstand hardship, were firmly rooted in God. It was not merely a true philosophy that Paul
willing to die for. It was a beloved Person.

In our study of God, it is easy to get lost in the details and forget what the whole thing is about. S
would surely like to pull our focus away from God and turn our religion into nothing more than a sub
to be studied or a proposition to be debated. We must resist this temptation. And even if we are
actively inclined and we see religion as a cause to be supported or a service to be rendered, it |
important for us to keep our heads and our hearts in the right place. Christianity is not a dogma.
Christ is not a doctrine. It is a real kingdom, and He is its real King.

Christianity is not devotion to work, or to a cause, or a doctrine,
but devotion to a person, the Lord Jesus Christ.
0 Oswald Chambers

Grace and PAitark



